Plants of China: A FRIENDSHIP AND PEACE EXHIBIT AND CELL PHONE TOUR
FEATURED PLANTS OF CHINA

INTRODUCTION
The diversity of plant species growing in China is
extraordinary. With an area almost exactly the same size as
that of the continental United States, China has almost twice
as many kinds of plants. An astonishing 1/8th of the world’s
plant species are native to China, including thousands that
are found growing nowhere else on Earth.

China is the only country on our planet where there are
unbroken connections between tropical, subtropical,
temperate and boreal forests. This unbroken connection has
led to the formation of rich plant associations. Many genera
of plants which are known only from the fossil records in
North America and Europe are still living in China.

Mainland China and the continental United States share

a common latitude and are similar sized land masses. The
climates in much of the two regions are also similar, especially
in the eastern halves. Here in central New Jersey, we have
temperatures and rainfall that will sustain plants native to
northeastern China.

So, for both their suitability and for their beauty in
the landscape, many of the plants growing here at The
Frelinghuysen Arboretum are native to China and are
recommended for North Central New Jersey gardens.

As rich as China is in plant diversity, so is its culture rich in
symbolism. The symbolic and cultural value of our featured
plants, as well as the story of how they found their way to
America, is included in this cell phone tour.

TOUR INSTRUCTIONS

To best enjoy the Plants of China tour, use your cell phone
to hear detailed information about each of the nine featured
plants. Begin your tour just outside the Haggerty Education
Center. Simply dial 973-975-0973 and press 900 to hear the
introduction. Then follow these printed directions or those
given on the recording. Each of the plants is labeled in this
brochure and on a sign adjacent to it with the three digit
code to press for more in depth plant information.

Exhibit Sponsor

UPS supports the “Plants of China: A Friendship and Peace
Exhibit and Cell Phone Tour” at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum.
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The Morris County Park Commission

Directly outside the Haggerty Education Center

Acer griseum — Paperbark Maple 901
This member of the maple family is named “paperbark”
for its lovely exfoliating bark. In spring it features yellow
flowers, in autumn its leaves turn scarlet and orange.

In the same planting bed

Pleioblastus minima — Dwarf Bamboo 903
This small running bamboo makes an excellent ground
cover where appropriate underground barriers have been
installed to check its strong growth habit.

Walk directly on the slate path, just past the arbor
Pinus bungeana — Lacebark Pine 905
An elegant Asian pine which can reach a height of 30-40.
At maturity its mottled trunk turns white.

Continue ahead, following the brick path to
Heptacodium miconioides — Seven Sons Tree 907
Its August-September bloom attracts many butterflies and
its burgundy colored sepals are an autumn joy.

And further along the same walkway to

Hamamelis mollis intermedia ‘Diane’ —

Chinese Witch Hazel 909
This shrub can grow to 15’ Its showy autumn foliage is
yellow to yellow-orange.

Cross the driveway and enter the Maple Collection to
Pinus densiflora ‘Oculis draconis’— Dragon’s Eye Pine 911
The unusual needles of this specimen pine feature green
and yellow bands of color which are said to resemble the
eye of a dragon, for which it is named.

Walk past the Mansion, and look to the right for

Cercidiphyllum japonicum — Weeping Katsura 913
In fall, a spicy, brown sugar smell emanates from its leaves

and the tree produces samaras, small flattened winged seeds.
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At the corner of the Mansion’s porch, look for

Cornus kousa ‘chinensis’— Chinese Dogwood 915
This tree’s pendant fall fruits resemble large raspberries
which match its red to red-purple autumn leaves.

Continue to Rose Garden at the rear of the Mansion

Roses — Various cultivars 917
Grandifloras or hybrid teas — all of the roses here have been
bred from the first cross between the yellow Chinese rose
and the red European sometime in the 17th century.

CONCLUSION

We hope you have enjoyed this tour. Please continue

to explore the arboretum, consulting the plant labels to
determine the country of origin of each plant. You will find
many other “Plants of China.”

We invite you to return for the spring Plants of China tour,
April through May, 2011, featuring spring blooming trees
and shrubs native to China.

Pictured here is a Chrysanthemum, a native and
much loved flower of China. See hundreds

of “mum” cultivars at our free s
Chrysanthemum Show (514 G )
& A )

on October 9 and 10. @ %/ T Qf\
R G
(.@‘-JA)%‘“’) ‘(Q >
KKeep a green bough e
in your heart
and perhaps &
a singing bird
will come. PN(EN

\ (KD

— Chinese proverb
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