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Plants of China: A FRIENDSHIP AND PEACE EXHIBIT AND CELL PHONE TOUR
FEATURED PLANTS OF CHINA

INTRODUCTION
The diversity of plant species growing in China is
extraordinary. With an area almost exactly the same size as
that of the continental United States, China has almost twice
as many kinds of plants. An astonishing 1/8th of the world’s
plant species are native to China, including thousands that
are found growing nowhere else on Earth.

China is the only country on our planet where there are
unbroken connections between tropical, subtropical,
temperate and boreal forests. This unbroken connection has
led to the formation of rich plant associations. Many genera
of plants which are known only from the fossil records in
North America and Europe are still living in China.

Mainland China and the continental United States share

a common latitude and are similar sized land masses. The
climates in much of the two regions are also similar, especially
in the eastern halves. Here in central New Jersey, we have
temperatures and rainfall that will sustain plants native to
northeastern China.

So, for both their suitability and for their beauty in
the landscape, many of the plants growing here at The
Frelinghuysen Arboretum are native to China and are
recommended for North Central New Jersey gardens.

As rich as China is in plant diversity, so is its culture rich in
symbolism. The symbolic and cultural value of our featured
plants, as well as the story of how they found their way to
America, is included in this cell phone tour.

TOURINSTRUCTIONS

To best enjoy the Plants of China tour, use your cell phone
to hear detailed information about each of the nine featured
plants. Begin your tour just outside the Haggerty Education
Center. Simply dial 973-975-0973 and press 900 to hear the
introduction. Then follow these printed directions or those
given on the recording. Each of the plants is labeled in this
brochure and on a sign adjacent to it with the three digit
code to press for more in depth plant information.
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Directly outside the Haggerty Education Center

Acer griseum — Paperbark Maple 901
This member of the maple family is named “paperbark”
for its lovely exfoliating bark. In spring it features yellow
flowers, in autumn its leaves turn scarlet and orange.

Walk straight ahead to the arbor. Turn right and

next to the Carriage House’s doors to see:

Prunus mume — Chinese Plum 903
This tree is one of the most frequently depicted subjects in
Chinese art. More closely associated with the apricot than
the plum, ancient specimens growing in China are said to
be 1,000 years old.

Now walk back to the arbor and just beyond it you will see:
Pinus bungeana — Lacebark Pine 905
This elegant Asian pine can reach a height of 30-40 feet. At
maturity its mottled trunk turns white.

Proceed along the Progressive Garden trail to see:

Cercis chinensis ‘Avondale’ — Purple Thorn 907
Similar to the native American Cercis canadensis, its purple
flowers are borne on bare branches in the spring. The bark,
flower stalk and seed have medicinal value and the seed is
used to produce an insecticide.

Sinocalycanthus chinensis — Chinese Sweetshrub 909
This Chinese native allspice is closely related to the
American native Carolina Allspice. However, unlike its
American cousin, its camellia-like flowers have no scent.
The glossy chartreuse leaves turn yellow in the fall.

Cross the driveway to the Great Lawn to see:

Davidia involucrata — Dove or Handkerchief Tree 911
Introduced to European gardens in 1904 by British plant
explorer, E.H. “China” Wilson, its common names were
inspired by its pendant, large white flowers, which flutter in
the spring breeze like handkerchiefs or doves.

Go back to the trail, cross the drive. At the edge of the
Japanese Maple Collection, you will see:

Poncirus trifoliate — Chinese Bitter Orange 913
A member of the Rutaceae family, this plant is closely
related to Citrus. In spring its flowers are fragrant and in

the fall its downy, bitter fruit is used in making marmalade.
Year-round its thorns make for textural garden interest.

Continue towards the large white house (Administration
Building). At the rear of the building is the Heritage Rose
Collection in which you will see:

Peony suffruticosa — Tree Peony 915
Known in China as “the King of Flowers,” its early use was
strictly medicinal. By the 4th Century AD, tree peonies
were cultivated as ornamental plants. A sweet and fragrant
liqueur distilled from its fermented petals is another
popular Chinese use.

Take a leisurely stroll back towards the Marsh Meadow
with its white wood belvedere. Here you will see:
Metasequoia glyptostroboides — Dawn Redwood 917
Until 1941, the Western world thought this plant existed
only in the fossil record. Then it was “re-discovered”
growing in China, its homeland, near the border between
Hubei and Sichuan. New Jersey’s largest Dawn Redwood

is growing at the Willowwood Arboretum in Chester
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CONCLUSION

We hope you have

enjoyed this tour.

Please continue to

explore the arboretum,

consulting the plant

labels to determine the

country of origin of each plant. -
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