
2010-2011 Annual Report            The Friends of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum

This year the Friends awarded two Benjamin Blackburn Scholarships to County College of Morris 
students who are pursuing careers in the field of horticulture. These scholarships were made  
possible by the Benjamin Blackburn Scholarship Tea held in March. For the last eleven years the tea 
has provided funding for more than a dozen scholarships. The Friends also supply the funding for 
horticultural interns to spend the summer working with the horticultural staff at the Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum. This is valuable hands-on experience and education.

Our major fundraising event “The Plant Sale in the Tent” was held for the 16th year in May. It is 
more than a fundraiser. It is a continuation of our mission to educate the public about the pleasures 
of gardening and the knowledge to do it successfully. We begin with extensive information on the 
Friends website, including a complete plant list, plant profiles and lots of pictures. For the first time 
this year we offered a free plant sale preview to the public where many of the available plants 
were highlighted and had signs throughout the arboretum marking plant specimens that would be 
for sale. We provide plant experts to further assist our members and the public in their choices. 
The profits from the sale were over $21,000.00

Membership is also a key component of growth for the Friends. The current membership is 1120. 
Although membership has not increased this year we have maintained the numbers of members. 
There was an excellent response to our membership table at the plant sale where 12 new  
members were sold. We have also seen increased membership since we introduced PayPal  
as a method of payment.

A Message from the President

         o be successful every organization needs to grow and 

expand. Nowhere is this more true than for non-profit groups 

like the Friends who depend on fundraising and membership 

to continue their missions. In spite of difficult financial times 

the Friends have continued the work of their mission which is 

to assist the Morris County Park Commission in developing its 

horticultural facilities, to stimulate public awareness and to 

support and sponsor projects and educational programming.
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As a way to make our programs more accessible to the public we have added PayPal to our  
website so that members can sign up for programs with the click of a button. The response to this 
new method for payment has been very successful. Both programs and memberships are available 
using PayPal. We hope that we will continue to reach a wider audience by offering this optional 
payment method.

We have seen continued growth in our children’s programming. “Branching Out!”, a Summer  
Camp for children is now celebrating its 40th year with every slot filled. Sprouts programs for 
pre-schoolers continues to be popular. Miss Mathilde’s Tea and Fairy Day draw sold-out crowds 
of parents and children. The Friends continue to sponsor the Gingerbread Wonderland which has 
become a tradition for families in the Morris County area. 

The Friends have provided exceptional programs and trips throughout the year. We have gone  
to the Philadelphia Flower Show, toured private gardens in partnership with Dig It, sponsored  
a Community Garden Symposium, a fern propagation workshop, cooking classes, yoga for  
gardeners, flower arranging workshops, a photo contest and a container garden demonstration 
to name just a few. Members of the Friends can also attend the programs of our affiliate member 
organizations as part of their membership.

We have added a new board position to oversee and increase our retail partners. Our retail partners 
offer Friends member discounts at their businesses. We are looking forward to expanding this area 
as a benefit to our members and our retail partners.

After many years the Friends are traveling again. Twenty-seven Friends had a memorable trip to the 
gardens of Scotland in late May. With the help of CIE Tours we visited five of Scotland’s Botanical 
Gardens, Abbotsford (Sir Walter Scott’s) House, city tours of Glasgow and Edinburgh, a country 
manor garden, several private gardens and ended with a traditional Scottish meal and a ghost tour. 
It was a wonderful experience and we hope that this will be the first of many “road trips”

I would like to thank the board for their hard work, open minds and dedication to the Friends. 
Not only do they attend to their own jobs but are a constant source of support to each other. As 
members, you might not know them or exactly what they do but you have seen them volunteering 
for almost every event, in attendance at programs and functions, always willing to talk plants and 
maybe even brag a little about how lucky we are to have such a wonderful place available to us to 
learn and grow and treasure. I would also like to thank the education staff, the horticultural staff 
and the Morris County Park Commission for always supporting us in our efforts.

I have been a member of the Friends for more than twenty years and for much of that time I have 
been a volunteer. The past three years that volunteer job has been to be the Friends President. It 
has been a pleasure to meet and work with so many of you. The Friends will be celebrating their 
40th Anniversary this year. They have many wonderful events scheduled. I’m planning on being 
there to help them celebrate. I hope you’ll join me.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Acheson 
President

A Message from the President (continued)

Chef Cynthia Triolo’s expert touch is evident with these 
tarte tatins in the very popular cooking classes offered at 
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum.
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On June 12, 2010 an open house was held on the grounds 
of Bamboo Brook, celebrating the long awaited completion 
of the most extensive phase of the restoration project. The 
public was invited to tour the grounds, with horticultural 
staff members on hand to provide insight into the process 

On June 12, 2010, the Morris County Park Commission 
opened Bamboo Brook Outdoor Education Center after 
completion of the water feature phase of restoration. The 
Friends of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum have contributed 
funds to this restoration over the past decade.

Bamboo Brook Liaison Committee 
Chair: Sally Hemsen

For the second year, the Landscape and Horticultural 
Technology Department of the County College of Morris 
worked closely with the Friends to publicize the scholar-
ship and help potential applicants complete the necessary 
requirements for consideration.

This year’s scholarships, amounting to $1250 each, will be 
given to the following worthy applicants: 

Stephanie Anderson lives in Boonton Township.  She has 
worked at Hamilton Farms and been involved in Denville 
Community Gardens.  When she completes her agriculture 
business degree at County College of Morris, she hopes to 
work with a world-wide organic farming group, perhaps 
in South America. Following that, she intends to return to 
CCM to gain a certificate in Sustainable Agriculture, then 
continue her studies at a university to finish with a degree 
in Botany.  Stephanie states in her application, “…almost 
every aspect of agriculture and horticulture intrigue me.  
There is one aspect of it that I’m really in love with and 
that is the growing of fresh vegetables and…creating them 
into a tasteful and beautiful dish to share with people  
you love the most.” Future plans include owning her  
own sustainable farm to table restaurant, and working  
with local schools to teach the importance of agriculture  
in our communities.

Jeremy Freedman of Livingston, has had his own  
landscaping business since the age of 13. He began  
by going door to door, soliciting clients from the neigh-
borhood.  By age 17, when he could drive and acquire 
a vehicle, he had expanded to 35 clients, hiring friends 

to help out part-time.  By the time Jeremy had earned an 
Associate’s Degree in Business Administration from Essex 
Community College, his business had reached a total of  
75 clients.  In order to expand his company to include 
commercial clients and offer custom hardscapes, design, 
installation and pesticide applications, Jeremy enrolled 
in the County College of Morris Landscape Technology 
Program.  He notes, “Throughout my college career I have 
been trying to achieve my goal of learning something 
new every day.” With the help of the Scholarship, Jeremy 
should be well on the way to his goal building a full  
service grounds maintenance company offering a  
comprehensive customer experience. 

Jeremy Freedman and Stephanie Anderson, recipients of 
the Benjamin C. Blackburn Scholarship 

Blackburn Scholarship Committee
Chair: Sally Hemsen

of restoration and information on the design and plantings 
in the garden.  Those in attendance marveled at the  
transformation of the property.

The water features, including the upper water, circular 
pool and spills, and lower pools, as well as the drive and 
upper parking area, are now restored to the vision that 
the original owner and landscape architect, Martha Brooks 
Hutcheson, intended. Work still remains to be done around 
the tennis court area, and on the playhouse located near it.  
Enhanced signage and repairs on some of the outbuildings 
have been completed or will soon be under way.

Credit goes to the Morris County Park Commission for its 
leadership in planning and executing the Bamboo Brook 
garden restoration. All members of the Friends are urged 
to visit and enjoy this beautiful site.
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Plant Sale Committee
Co-Chairs:

Sue Acheson and Ilona Ontscherenki
The 16th annual plant sale, the Friends primary fund raiser, 
was held Friday May 6 and Saturday May 7, 2011 after 
months of planning by the plant sale committee and  
Frelinghuysen Arboretum staff.

It is the largest plant sale in the area with a fine assortment 
of annuals, herbs, perennials and trees and shrubs from the 
finest wholesale and retail nurseries in the tri-state region. 
Plants are carefully selected for their hardiness, multi-season 
interest and extended bloom periods. A complete plant list 
is found on the Friends website so that buyers can know 
what is available. In addition the website features articles 
and photographs of many of the selected plants.

This year we added some new features to the sale. A  
powerpoint presentation was given in April by co-chair 
Sue Acheson highlighting the wide diversity of plant  
material that would be available at the sale. At this  
presentation a select group of trees and shrubs was offered 
for pre-order and more than $1000 worth plants were 
ordered for delivery on plant sale weekend. Co-chair, Ilona 
Ontscherenki, made signs that read “Buy me at the Plant 
Sale” and  placed them throughout the garden in order for 
visitors to see the plants in a garden setting.

The plant sale raised over $21,000 for the Friends. These 
funds are used to support horticultural education programs 
at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum.

We would like to thank the plant sale committee: Joan 
Cousineau, Karen and Jim Curry, Leslie Acheson and Betsy 
Martone, as well as the Friends webmaster Ollie Acheson 
for their many hours of work. We would also like to thank 
the staff at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, without whose 
support and assistance a sale of this magnitude could not 
take place. We also owe a debt of gratitude to our  
volunteers, the 2011 class of master gardeners, the Hort 
Volunteers, our plant experts both Friday and Saturday. 
And finally to the wonderful people who come and  
shop and talk plants with us each year.

Plant Sale Donors 
(Members) 2010

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Allocca

Mary Alonso

Toby Bainbridge

Mrs. Julie C. Baron

Tom & Joanne Bintinger

Hollace Bowers

Mary Brennan

Joan Buck

Ms. Virginia Campion

Marylou Carlson

Dr. Thomas Conroy

Karen Curry

Mr. & Mrs. D. E. Dalton

Marceline Duffill

Dorothy Faux

April Fey

Mr. George Finlay

Pat & Jack Fisher

Rodney P. Frelinghuysen

Gail Gerridge

Laura Grant

Ray & Cathy Grill

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Hertz, Jr.

Ms. Elsa Hoffman

Ann Johnson

Miss Elizabeth A. Keat

Ruth & Woody Kerkslager

Peggy  Krementz

Anton LaMarca

Royce & Preston Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Paige L’Hommedieu

Bobbi Longstreet

Tammy McConnell

Janet T. McMillan

Gail Mulvihill

Karen Harrison Oplinger

Mr. & Mrs. James Porter

Cynthia Robinson

LaVonda Rothman

Ellen S. Salisbury-Ragucci

Lynn Shavelson

Dale Simpson

J. P. Sulpy, Jr. 

Mrs. B. tenHove
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Two awards are given by the Board of The Friends of The 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum each year. The first is the Arbor 
Day Award given to deserving people for their history of 
volunteerism. On April 11, 2011 Gwen Montgomery and 
Mary Alonso were given the award for 2011. 

A Magnolia denudata was planted in honor of Gwen 
Montgomery’s dedication to the youth education programs 
at the Arboretum such as Branching Out, Junior Master 
Gardeners and the annual Matilda’s Tea.

A Chamaecyparis nootkatensis ‘Pendula’ was planted in 
honor of Mary Alonso for her years of volunteering in the 
Library, Gingerbread show, mail crew and many other 
events at the Arboretum.

A catered luncheon was held after the tree planting  
ceremony and friends and relatives of the honorees, as 
well as the Board, enjoyed a delicious meal provided by 
OME caterers.

The Annual Award is presented by the Board to someone 
either outside the Friends or within the Friends. In 2011 
Sue and Ollie Acheson were given the award for their  
outstanding service to the Friends.

Sue Acheson has served for many years giving endless 
hours as Plant Sale Chairman raising significant funds for 
the Arboretum. For three years Sue served concurrently  
as President and plant Sale Chairman. 

Sue and Ollie Acheson, recipients of the Friends of The 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum’s Annual Award

Awards Committee
Chair: Karen Curry

Ollie Acheson has been the tireless manager of the Friends 
website and internet connections. He put the Friends on 
Facebook, Twitter and issues regular FOFA blasts to keep 
Friends members up on the latest programs and events. He 
initiated the Pay Pal process, a great method for enrolling 
in classes and programs through the internet. In addition 
he has chaired the Friends trip to Scotland fundraiser.

It is a pleasure to honor our deserving volunteers. Joan 
Cousineau, our graphic designer, created plaques for the 
honorees. She painted trees inspired by those located at 
the Arboretum and framed them for presentation. Ann 
Abrams, Secretary of the Friends, printed the words of  
appreciation on the plaques.

The Friends made great progress during the past year 
moving further toward the Computer Age.

Email Newsletter
Our email newsletter is very popular. We sent 23 newsletters 
during the past year and now reach 950 subscribers. We 
successfully moved the list to a new mailing list provider. 
Their service has been great, and they have simplified the 
process for people to subscribe and unsubscribe from the 
list. They also enable posting notices about our emails on 
our social networking sites, Facebook and twitter.

Another great feature is that they give us the service for 
free as a non-profit, subject to certain volume limits. 

Note that if you haven’t already subscribed, you may do so 
at our website: http://www.arboretumfriends.org/node/289.

Website
Our website (http://www.arboretumfriends.org) continues 
to evolve, showing events, activities, articles and photos, 
all related to activities sponsored by the Friends of the 

Website Committee
Chair: Ollie Acheson

Frelinghuysen Arboretum or its affiliates.  Traffic has 
grown sharply during the past few months, with almost 
5000 visitors viewing 25,000 pages in May, 2011.  Our 
design continues to evolve. The front page now features a 
rotating gallery of posters of events, while the rest of our 
pages highlight links to our two social networking sites, 
Facebook and Twitter.  These social networking sites may 
not be too familiar to you, but they are to today’s youths. 
We hope to get our message out in front of them using the 
tools they are most comfortable with.  The website, too, is 
hosted by a new service, increasing the performance and 
reliability of the system.

PayPal is the big news of 2011 for us. In January we  
began accepting reservations, memberships and payments 
on our web site via the web-based credit card processor, 
PayPal and it has been a thorough success. We now get 
a large number of our reservations and memberships this 
way, reflecting the way lots of us manage the rest of our 
lives, on-line.
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Bus Trips Committee
Co-chairs: Stephen and Susan George

On Sunday, June 6, two busloads of lucky guests visited 
three extraordinary gardens in Sussex County.  First, the 
garden of Ken Druse, on an island in the middle of the 
Paulins Kill. Then to the large, multi-roomed gardens of 
Marty Carson, complete with a waterfall and a glacial lake. 
The gardens were outstanding! Our hostess treated us all 
to a delicious and delightful poolside luncheon. To finish 
the day, the Knutsen’s gentleman’s farm with multiple 
perennial gardens, a spring fed pond, and lots of friendly 
animals in the pastures. This was a truly wonderful day.

Thursday, March 10th found us on our way to the 2011 
Philadelphia Flower Show. We were transported to Paris, 
the Beautiful City of Light, the Capitol of Art, Fashion, and 
of course, Love. 

The show was well done, with lots of flowers from the 
spectacular entrance down to the individual flower dis-
plays. It was reminiscent of an old time flower show.

Our next trip is to New York Botanical Gardens on Sat-
urday, June 18th. We will enjoy a private tour of Spanish 
Paradise: Gardens of the Alhambra, designed and curated 
by Penelope Hobhouse, The Luncheon by Abigail Kirsch, 
at the beautifully renovated Lillian and Amy Goldman 
Stone Mill, a tram tour after lunch, and even some time for 
the Peggy Rockefeller Rose Garden will complete the day.

Garden Club Liaison Committee
Chair: Janet Allocca

The member clubs of Garden Club of New Jersey  
continue to be informed about the programs of the Ar-
boretum through materials distributed through the State 
Board and from online communications to the District 
Directors. The New Jersey Committee of the Garden Club 
of America holds its meetings at the Arboretum and thus 
keeps up to date with our programs. Both organizations 
provide a strong membership base for the Friends.

In the fall, at the request of Karen Curry, 101 clubs in the 
GCNJ were contacted through networking with the District 
Directors to distribute the flyer for the Friends’ trip to  
Scotland in May, 2011. This network was again valuable  
in late February to remind the clubs of the Blackburn 
Scholarship Tea.

The Friends’ Website continues to be a great source of 
information and is a link on the GCNJ Website. All clubs 
have been encouraged to have a link on their individual 
sites as well.

The garden clubs throughout the state continue to be  
enthusiastic supporters of the Friends and of the  
Arboretum and its programs.

Library Committee
Chair: Carol Mann

This year the Julia Appelton Cross Horticultural Reference 
Library purchased 17 new books for its circulating  
collection. Many other new accessions were donated by 
generous members. 

The New Jersey Committee of the Garden Club of  
America awarded a $4500.00 grant to The Friends of The 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum for the conservation of The  
Taalryk Register, an 8 volume floralegia printed in  
Amsterdam in 18th century.  The funds will also be used 
for a workshop on making conservation enclosures for  
the many loose papers and pamphlets in the Elizabeth 
Donnell Kay Rare Book Collection.

Numerous programs about the Rare Book Collection  
have been offered.  They are taught by Lesley Parness, 
Superintendent of Horticultural Education and include: 
Archetypes of Botanic Literature; Beauty in the Eye of  
the Beholder – How America’s Native Plants Helped  
Develop European Landscapes and Artful Treasures  
of Botanic Literature.  

Library Committee members have been busy this past  
year, checking the shelf life of books against the card  
catalog, to make sure that our files are up to date. 

Our efforts to make books in our circulating collection 
available to members will be enhanced this coming year 
by the use of our website.  Members can peruse the  
collection online and send an email “ordering” their book 
choices, which will be available for pickup on weekends, 
a time when the library is closed.  
We hope this will encourage our 
members to take advantage of our 
outstanding library.

John Evelyn, British essayist and royal 
gardener, was the subject of one of 
several programs this year about the 
books in the Elizabeth Donnell Kay 
Rare Book Collection.
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Hospitality Committee 
Chair: Sonnie Reutelhuber

The Hospitality Committee and Board presented the  
refreshments at the Members New Year’s Party in January.  
It was attended by over 125 people plus the staff.   
Refreshments consisted of tea sandwiches, savories, 
sweets, spiced cider, coffee and wine. The Board provided  
refreshments with supplements by the staff. Refreshments 
were served after the meeting.

The Hospitality Committee will not be providing the  
refreshments for the Annual Meeting this year because  
an outdoor venue is planned for the Masterwork  
Camerata Concert. 



Youth Education Committee
Chair: Larissa Bohensky

Youth Education programs remain very popular at The 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum, attracting many young people, 
visitors and new members.

Many of the young visitors come on school field trips. Our 
volunteers and staff introduced 1,075 school children to 
the wonder of plants and the beauty of the Arboretum.

“Branching Out!” is a popular gardening program where 
children cultivate soil, plant flowers and vegetables, tend 
their plot,  harvest their crops, and do cooking and crafts.  
Last summer, 62 children were enrolled, this spring there 
are 60.  8 former “Branching Out!” participants help with 
the program.

Many Scouts come to earn various badges. 12 troops 
consisting of 150 scouts came for workshops.  In addition, 
750 Girl Scouts came for 3 scouts-only evenings to see the 
Gingerbread Exhibit.  Last summer, 2 Girl Scouts earned 
their Silver Award by picking 600 lbs of surplus produce 
from the “Branching Out!” Garden and donating it to the 
Interfaith Food Pantry

The Junior Master Gardener program is now in its 6th year. 
Members participated in this year’s Plant Sale, selling 15 
varieties of tomatoes.  Proceeds of $1,300 were donated to 
the Morristown Soup Kitchen.

For 6-8th grade students, the “Middle School Mondays” 
program continues, combining horticultural learning with 
community service. 12 children have contributed in many 
ways: packaging seeds; fall planting; and decorating the 
auditorium and classrooms for the holidays

The Garden Sprouts Program for children ages 3-5, 
features outdoor garden walks, crafts and other learning 
activities to introduce children to the world of plants and 
nature.  These are conducted by two Master Gardener 
volunteers and are filled to capacity.  

A new preschool program has been created to attract day 
care children and pre school summer camps.  Six groups 
of 15 to 18 children are signed up.

Our  Discovery Backpacks, designed for families with 
young children, contain materials, activities, games and 
hints to help families find new ways of seeing and discov-
ering the plants and animals of the arboretum. They are 
provided free for members of the Friends.  

Youth Special Events Committee
Chair: Jennifer Basile

This past year has been both active and exciting for chil-
dren’s events.  Interest in the programs continues to grow 
and attendance quickly fills to capacity.  

The annual, Miss Matilda’s Tea, in honor and remembrance 
of Matilda Frelinghuysen, was held on March 19, 2011.   
The 88 attendees enjoyed an insightful presentation, by  
Lesley Parness, on the works and accomplishments  
of Beatrix Potter. Susan Prisco of Triple Creek Rabbits, 
Mendham, NJ, discussed essentials of proper care, features 
between rabbit breeds, and opened inquiry from the 
crowd.  Especially engaging was meeting her menagerie  
of Holland Lop, Rex, and Mini Rex. Following the menu of 
a variety of teas and victuals, from sweet to savory, each 
child created a small potted garden to enjoy at home.

Equally notable, was Fairy Day celebrated last July.  
Creativity is certainly alive and well, as participants  
proceed to consistently generate masterpieces using  
natural materials.  The houses remained on display for  
the month, and were delightfully received by visitors,  
and garden fairies alike.

With much success, a new program, Second Sunday, was 
launched this winter. Second Sunday was developed as a 
monthly opportunity for families, friends, even individuals, 
to partake in programs that are educational, horticultural, 
seasonal, and require everyone to still have fun while 
unwinding with the beauty that surrounds us.  This past 
winter, maple sugaring was explored by a group of 60.  
The hike on the grounds certainly engaged the senses with 
the sights and sounds, and a maple syrup tasting tempted 
many taste buds.

We are looking forward to the upcoming year, the fairies 
are certain to return, as will the Children’s Tea. We hope 
you will join us as the Friends also anticipate celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of “Branching Out!” in 2012. Many 
thanks for the positive feedback and involvement exhibited 
by you, the members of the Friends.

Fairy Day 2010 – New construction is sure to please 
the Frelinghuysen’s garden fairies
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Graphic Design Committee
Chair: Joan Cousineau

In March, we had the 12th Annual Blackburn Scholarship 
Tea. “The Little Black Dress” was presented by Bill Graham.  
We sent invitations made of “paper doll” figures in a row 
of the girls in little black dresses. Karen Muccillo made a 
large poster using the Black Dress. Then, we attached a 
large (3ft) cut-out drawing of a Vogue-style girl in her black 
dress with real pearls and earrings.  After the presentation, 
Mr. Graham asked if he could have the figure. So, now she is 
part of his “Beautiful Things, Ltd.” in Salem, Massachusetts.

In April, Arbor Day awards were presented to Gwen 
Montgomery and Mary Alonso. Wording is printed over a 
painted green tree.  Then, it is matted and framed.

For the May 6 and 7 Plant Sale an invitation was made and 
sent to the members for the Preview Party. A design of a 
four color butterfly, on a single card was made. Many new 
signs were made for the sale.

Membership Committee
Chair: Bernice De Carlo, 
Second V.P. Membership

The total amount of members this year is 
1,086.  I am happy to report this is about the 

same number as last year.

The break down of the membership is  
as follows:

 Affiliate  15
 Associate 111
 Benefactor  3
 Contributing  5
 Extended Family  45
 Family  269 
 Individual  507
 Life  9
 Organizational  34
 Patron  5
 Student/Teacher  3
 Supporting  80

Floral arrangements designed by  
Volunteers are featured at the  
annual Volunteer Luncheon. This 
year’s theme was Broadway plays.
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After a cold blustery middle of March, including snow, the 
Arboretum garden staff planted containers and transformed 
our entryway with a hint of spring.

On March 30th, 96 guests attended and heard a dynamic 
speaker, Bill Graham, owner of Beautiful Things Ltd. in 
Salem, MA.  The title of the presentation was “The Little 
Black Dress.”  Bill Graham adapted “The Little Black 
Dress for work, lunch, dinner, a party, etc.  For each dress 
change he also created a flower arrangement. He sold a 
variety of clothing accessories and jewelry. We had a  
drawing for his arrangements.

The Blackburn Scholarship Tea grossed $5,315.21 including 
donations. The profit from Bill Graham’s sales totaled 
$584.00.  Our net is $3,266.21.

We had a fine committee that did an outstanding job.   
Joan Buck was a great support during the year and the day 
before the Tea she and her son, Steven, made our famous 
tea for the guests.  Sherri Carr and her hard-working  
committee plated tea sandwiches from the Creamery.  
Many savories and sweets were donated by members of 
the Friends.  Sherrie Carr coordinated this and her talent 
for presentation was evident by the wonderful look of 
the tea tables.  Joan Cousineau did our visual publicity, 
her magic touch was shown in the creation of the invita-
tions and her large cut out of a woman in “The Little Black 
Dress” now resides with Bill Graham in Salem, MA. Karen 

Blackburn Scholarship Tea Committee
Co-Chairs: Nicky L’Hommedieu, Joan Buck, Sherrie Carr

Muccillo created the most attractive program that each 
guest received.  Marge Hulstrunk worked tirelessly behind 
the scene, mindful of details and getting the right volunteer 
for the needed job.  She also created lovely table arrange-
ments using black wire forms with yellow orchids.  Also, 
cheerful Sue George managed a busy kitchen, helping 
keep the platters and punch filled.  Ann Abrams kept  
our records, always assuring us that we would have an  
audience.  Cynthia Triolo worked on publicity. Scott 
handled the physical arrangements with Bill Graham. He 
also drew the winning tickers for the flower arrangements.  
Carol Mann was our invaluable “jack of all trades.”  
Custodians Betty and Don handled all the maintenance 
before the event and long after we left.  And finally thank 
you Lesley who was a pillar of support for this effort.

This is a team effort and without that spirit we couldn’t 
have the Blackburn Tea. Thank you.
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In Memory of Cheryl Uhrane
Ms. Judith A. Donovan-McCurdy

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Foster

Ms. Melissa Renn

In Memory of Joyce Draper
The Barrasso’s

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Craine

Marie & Matt Duciewicz

Frances & William Fleet

Ms. Rehana Flessner

Ms. Ruth R. Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Howland

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Magee

Carolyn & Larry Price

Audrey Robertson

Donna Scioscia

Linda W. Stansfield

Ms. Jill Teed

Medicinal Plants of the  
Civil War Cell Phone Tour

James Barry

Robert Buerhaus

H. G. Carpenter

Patricia Dreyfuss

Robert Gagnon

Tricia Haertlein

Lori Levy

James Madden

John Maloney, Jr.

Barbara Marchant

Roy Messner

Rich Rosenthal

Norman Tomlinson

Business and  
Organizational Donors

African Violet Club of Morris County

Agway Farm, Home & Garden

Alstede Farms LLC

Ambleside Gardens & Nursery

Atlock Farms

Bartlett Tree Experts, Inc.

Basking Ridge Garden Club

Donations for Memorials, Gardens & Special Projects

Business and  
Organizational Donors

Bernardsville Garden Club

Cavano’s Perennials, Inc.

Chester Garden Club

Chick Joyce Nursery

Classic Groundcovers

Condurso’s Garden Center

Country Mile Gardens, Inc.

Country Nursery

Coviello Brothers, Inc.

Dean’s Evergreens, Inc.

Donaldson’s Greenhouse & Nursery

Fairfield Home & Garden Center

Fernbrook Nurseries

The Farm at Green Village

Garden Club of Long Valley

Garden Club of Morristown

Garden Club of Mount Tabor

Garden Club of Somerset Hills

Gardens of the World

Geraldine Dodge Foundation

Great Swamp Greenhouses

Hall’s Garden Center

Hamilton Farms

Heart’s Ease Nursery

Hildebrant Nurseries

Herb Society of America

Home Garden Club of Morristown

J&M Home & Garden

Peter R. & Cynthia K. Kellogg Foundation

Kuperus Farmside Gardens

Lockwood Farms

MCJ Amelior Foundation

Morris County Farms, Inc.

NJ Committee of GCA

Overdevest Greenhouses

Plant Detectives, Inc.

Pleasant Run Nursery

Poplar Wood Farm, LLC

Provident Bank Foundation

Rare Find Nursery

Redwood Gardens Nursery, Inc.

Rockaway Garden Center

Russell Gardens Wholesale

Business and  
Organizational Donors

 Sepers Nursery

Steve Kristoph Nursery

Stony Hill Gardens

Summit Garden Club

Tri-State Hosta Society

UPS Diversity Leadership 
Development Team

Watnong Chapter – NARGS

Williams Nursery

Women’s Club of Chatham

Individual Donors
Carol Bernstein & John Sinclair

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Dahlen

Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen

Vanessa Hendrickson

Evelyn Hoops

Wanda Knapik

Ann Matthiesen

The Scherer Garden for Special 
Needs was home to the Medicinal 
Plants of the Civil War cell phone 
tour, funded by the Provident 
Bank Foundation and the North 
Jersey Civil War Roundtable.
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Donald Abrams
Sue Acheson
Ollie Acheson

Leslie Acheson
Anne Acker

Janet Allocca
Frank Allocca
Mary Alonso
Gail Baker

Julie Denzler
Jennifer Basile

Adrienne Bendich
Barbara Benedict
Mary Ann Bennett
Debbie Bennett

Deborah Bigelow
Betsy Blair

Shirley Blasko
Tim Blasko

Rosemarie Blume
Rosalie Bodnar
Larisa Bohensky

Nancy Boney
Hollace Bowers

Maura Boyle
Beth Branigan
Mary Brennan

Madeline Brennan
Peter Brennan
Maia Brunelli
Joan Buck

Debbie Bucuk
Denise Burzynski

Mary Bush
Sandra Camlek

Geneva Campbell
Leslie Canipe
Nan Cannon

Linda Caponegro
Holly Carpenter

Tom Caruso
Nancy Caufield

Roberta Chopko
Sue Chun

Tess Clarkin
Sue Cohen
Willie Cohen

Don Cousineau
Joan Cousineau

Chris Cramer
James Curry
Karen Curry
Betty Cutler
Philip Dahlen

Beverly Dandurand
Makenzie Danis
Eileen Dawson

Bernice DeCarlo
Linnea deJager

Julie Denzler

Kay Deodene
Alixxa DePiro
John Dwees

Marianne Digelo
Michael DiMare
Elena DiMare

Jeannette Doman
Helen Donn

Miriam Donohue
Terrill Doyle

Diane DuBrule
Richard Dufort

Jane Dwyer
Tom Epp

Al Esposito
Louis Faiella
Sherry Faiella

Richard Fennelly
Barbara Feno

Jeanette Fredericks
Whitney Freeman
Joyce Freiermuth
Juanita Galluzzi

Alexa Gatti
Stephen George
Susan George
Selma Gilbert
Joan Gluckin
Sandi Gonski

Neil Grant
Adrienne Greenberg

Patricia Griffin
Barbara Hartmann

Betsy Harvin
Pat Hays

Robert Hemsen
Sally Hemsen

Dorothy Hennessey
Paul Hennessey
Beverly Highfield

John Hofler
Virginia Hofler
Elena Hooper
Ben Hoshal

Nicole Hudson
Renee Ireton

Marla Jackson
Andree Jacobson

Emily Jankura
Connie Jardula

Bernadette Kane
Greg Katz

Grace Kennedy
Virginia Kenny
Mary Keselica

John Kilby
Susan Kim

Jennifer Kim
Andrea Kimmelman

Ann Kirk

Lucille Knapik
Daryl Kobesky

Sandy Kolakowski
Justin Kozma

Ethel Kratz
Mark Kron

Anton Kungl
Anton LaMarca
Christa Lange
Sydney Leach
Betty Ann Lee
Preston Lee
Royce Lee

David Lehrhoff
Sue Leloia
Pat Lewis

Judy Lewis
Nicky L’Hommedieu

Robert Lindsley
Alice Lloyd

Chris Lombardi
Bryan Lowe
Mary Madjor

Frances Mangiola
Carol Mann

Cindy Mansey
Kathleen Margiotta

Ruta Marmo
Donna McNierney
Nancy Meacham

Taylor Medd
Lily Mehl

Barbara Melcher
Hugh Merritt
Eleanor Miller

Betty Mills
Barbara Nadolny

Ann Nash
Joan Naugle

Barbara Nelson
Ruth Nielson

Mary Jane Noone
Mary Lynn Norris
Lorraine Novinski
Robert O’Melia

Ilona Ontscherenki
Anthony Paglinco

Eleanor Parr-DiLeo
Linda Pastorino

Helen Pellet
Thomas Perry
Susan Ploehn
Wendy Potkay

Emily Rapp
Catherine Rega
Marge Remeika

Sonnie Reutelhuber
Crary Reynolds
Sheila Rhoades

Bunny Riker

Karin Rindal
Antoinette Rinehart

Margo Rishe
Miles Rodgers

Charlotte Rodgers
Patricia Rolston
Patrice Rossettie

Carol Rufener
Gloria Ryan
Jenny Saliba

Ellen Salisbury-Ragucci
Joan Sambrowski
Margot Sample
Laura Schalles

Richard Scheidecker
Joan Scher

Sheila Schmuck
Joannie Schuman

Lynn Schwager-Miles
Donna L. Scibilla

Pauline Scott
Betsy Shapiro

Denise Siracusa
Paula Skibiel

Brian Slegona
Barbara Smith
Betty Spencer
Elaine Spencer

Evelyn Spenniger
Frances Spicer

Stephen Stocker
Elva Street

Karen Strother
Valarie Sudol

Jennifer Sullivan
Michael Tasker

Laura Jean Tecza
Lynnie Tecza
B. tenHove

Linda Thomson
Debbie Tintle

Kathy Trelease
Sam Triolo

Jerrilyn Uelen
Margaret Underdahl

Tracy Wadhams
Geraldine Wadis

Grace Walsh
Anita Wang

Patricia Watson
Patricia Wickens
Kathy Wilkerson
Miriam Willinger
Douglas Witte

Ingrid Witte
Jacqueline Wolfe

Katherine Yvinskas
P. David Zimmerman

Doris Zurcher

2010 Volunteers
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Abrams, Donald
Acheson, Sue
Acheson, Ollie

Acheson, Leslie
Acken, Anne

Afonso, Beverly
Allocca, Janet
Alonso, Mary

Alzamore, Rita
Andersen, Merrilyn

Anderson, Stephanie
Ansede, Toosie

Baron, Julie
Basile, Jennifer

Bendich, Adrienne
Bigelow, Deborah

Blair, Betsy
Blasko, Timothy
Blasko, Shirley

Blume, Rosemarie
Bodnar, Rosalie
Bohensky, Larisa

Boney, Nancy
Branigan, Beth
Brennan, Mary

Brennan, Madeline
Brennan, Peter
Brunelli, Maia
Buck, Joan

Buck, Stephan
Bucuk, Debbie
Camlek, Sandra

Campbell, Geneva
Cannon, Nan

Caponegro, Linda
Carr, Sherrie

Catizone, Phyllis
Caufield, Nancy

Cheswick, Lorette
Chopko, Roberta

Clarkin, Tess
Cohen, Willie

Cohrs-Ehn, Meredith
Cousineau, Joan

Cousineau, Donald
Cramer, Christine

Curry, James
Curry, Karen
Cutler, Betty

Dahlen, Philip
Dalpe, Susana
Daniels, Linda

deJager, Linnea
Deodene, Kay
DePiro, Alissa
Dewees. John

DiMare, Michael
Doman, Jeannette

Donn, Helen
Donohue, Miriam
Dorfman, Phyliss
Drossman, Julie

Dwyer, Jane
Epp, Thomas

Evans, Kathleen

Faiella, Louis
Faiella, Sherry
Fava, Stevie

Feier, Dennise
Feigeles, Michael

Feno, Barbara
Figur, McKenzie

Fredericks, Jeanette
Freed, Kristina

Gallagher, Natalie
Galluzzi, Juanita

Gartleman, Jamie
George, Stephen
George, Susan
Gilliland, Valarie
Gonski, Sandra

Goodson, Sandra
Greenberg, Adrienne
Greenberg, Nance

Griffin, Patricia
Hartmann, Barbara

Havers, Helene
Hays, Pat

Hemsen, Robert
Hemsen, Sally

Hennessey, Dorothy
Hennessey, Paul
Hesslein, Richard

Hesslein, Heidi
Highfield, Beverly

Hofler, John
Hofler, Virginia
Hudson, Nicole
Hulstrunk, Brian

Hulstrunk, Marjorie
Ireton, Renee

Jackson, Marla
Jacobson, Andree

Jankura, Emily
Jardula, Connie

Jones, Gayle
Judd, Ellen

Kane, Bernadette
Kennedy, Grace

Kenny, Peter
Kenny, Virginia
Keselica, Mary

Kibbe, Julie
Kilby, John
King, Alice

Kobesky, Daryl
Koppel, Kathryn

Kolakowski, Sandy
Kosakowski, Jeannie

Kratz, Ethel
Krauther, Elizabeth
Kristoph, Steven

Kulczyckyl, Sonya
Kulesa, Teri

LaMarca, Anton
Lange, Christa

LaVallee, Heather
LaVallee, Peter

LaVallee, Phyliss
Leach, Sydney

Lee, Betty Ann
Lee, Preston
Lee, Royce

Lehrhoff, David
Lehrhoff, Syd
Leloia, Sue
Lewis, Pat

Lewis, Judy
Lewis, Margaret

L’Hommedieu, Elizabeth
Lombardi, Christine

Lowe, Bryan
Madjor, Mary
Mann, Carol

Mansey, Cynthia
Marcus, Karen

Margiotta, Kathleen
Maroldi, Victoria
Martin, William
Martone, Betsy

McDermott, Leah
McGlone, Virginia
McGreevy, Helen

McNierney, Donna
McVeigh, Gaye

Meacham, Nancy
Mehl, Lily

Melcher, Barbara
Meola, Debbie
Merritt, Hugh
Miles, Lynn S.
Millar, Patricia
Miller, Elenor
Mills, Betty

Moore, Jane
Morley, Robin

Muccillo, Karen
Muir, Aretta

Mulvihill, Gail
Nadolny, Barbara

Nash, Ann
Naugle, Joan

Nelson, Barbara
Nielson, Ruth

Noone, Mary Jane
Norris, Mary Lynne

O’Melia, Robert
Ontscherenki, Ilona
Paglinco, Anthony

Panek, Erica
Partridge, Janet

Pavlosky, Wing-Yee
Pearcy, Mary

Perry, Thomas
Ploehn, Susan

Poltorak-Keyes, Meg
Powers, John
Propper, Diana
Putts, Robert

Rabinowitz, Megan
Rapp, Emily

Redding, Cheryl
Rega, Catherine
Regan, Donna

Remeika, Marjorie

Sonnie Reutelhuber
Reynolds, Crary
Rhoades, Sheila

Riker, Bunny
Riley, Beth

Rinehart, Antoinette
Rishe, Margo

Rolston, Patricia
Rossettie, Patrice

Rufener, Carol
Ryan, Gloria

Ragucci, Ellen S.
Sambrowski, Joan
Sample, Margot
Sawczuk, Anita
Schalles, Laura
Schan, Carla

Scheader, Barbara
Scher, Joan

Schleicher, Judith
Schmanske, Maria
Schmuck, Sheila

Schutt, Marie
Schramm, Hollye

Schuman, Jeannie
Schwarzenbach, Deborah

Scibilia, Donna L.
Scott, Pauline
Shapiro, Betsy

Shuman, Joanne
Siracusa, Denise
Smith, Barbara
Spicer, Frances

Stocker, Stephan
Street, Elva

Strother, Karen
Tadikonda, Vasu

Tango, Meri
Tardell, Gretchen
Tasker, Michael

Tecza, Laura Jean
Tecza, Lynnie
ten Hove, B.

Thomson, Linda
Tintle, Debbie
Trasente, Ellen

Trelease, Kathleen
Truzzolino, Terry
Venanzi, Pamela

Walsh, Grace
Walz, Cathy
Wang, Anita

Ward, Sandra
Warren, Isaura

Warren, Thomas
Watson, Patricia
Wenneis, Jane

Wickens, Patricia
Wigdor, Joan

Wilkerson, Kathy
Witty, Ingrid

Wolfe, Jacqueline
Wright, Tena

Zimmerman, Pat
Zurcher, Doris

2011 Volunteers
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Jean Aspen / Richard Eastman

Stephanie & Seth Austin

Debbie Ayers

Judy Bober

Jay Buerger

Susan Butler

Michelle Campbell

David Claeys, Laurie, Mike, Matt

Chris Cramer

Andrea Cunningham

Isabella S. Cunningham

Pamela Dabah

Mark & Karen DeMetro

Jane Derickson-Friar

Ann Despont

Jane Draeger

Diane DuBrule

Sabrina Ertmann

Olu Fajemirokun-Beck

Eileen Ferrer

Caroline Ford

Scott & Gina Gregory

Sue Handley

Jean Hanley

Kimberly Hart

Robyn Hart

Tracy Hassan

Lee Hutchison

Mr. & Mrs. Immitt & Family

Annette Jacobsen

John Kardos

Tatiana Kazdoba

Sonya Kulczyckyj and Jason 

Lichtenstan

Norma Marut

Roberta Matalon

Leah McDermott

Treloar Medd

Lily Mehl

Lori Meier

Debbie Meola

Maria Mobus

Eileen Mohan

Robin Morley

Lynn Murphy

Barbara Nash

Bill and Ruth O’Brien

Kathryn O’Neill

Aydee Oquendo

Christine Ostapiak

Linda Pacchiano

Ronald Perry

Lydia Pesant

Martha Peterson

Fayne Petok

Wendy Potkay

Michael Preola

Megan Rabinowitz

Mildred Redding

Catherine Rega

Rita Reisman

Sister Pat Reynolds

Vivien Roegner

Ada Rosen

Bob Ruth

Mr. & Mrs. John Salsberg

Marion Satterwaite

Alice Schedlbauer

Hollye Schramm

Mary Ellen Schultzer

The Sharpe Family

Kathy & Steve Smith

Raymond Sobers

Ann K. Syrdal

Melanie Sze

Gretchen Tardell

Pam Venanzi

Rich & Jess Vitale

Diane Wallace

Anita Wang

Johanna Wissinger

Daniel Wohl

Judith Yarnell

New Members
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