
You can view many of these gardens at their mid-
summer height and speak with the gardeners at these 
special places during the Morris County Community 
Garden Open Gates Weekend. 

This weekend long event is funded by The Friends of 
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum with the proceeds of 
a recent 5% Day at Whole Foods of Morristown. Its 
goal is to showcase the beauty and diversity of 
Community Gardens by opening their usually 
“closed to the public” gates.

From gardening demonstrations and vegetable tastings, 
to Community Food Pantry connections, you will 
enjoy discovering what is growing in Community 
Gardens across our county. Morris County Rutgers 
Master Gardeners will be on hand with their timely 
information sheets and lots of practical advice for 
growing your own food. Whole Foods of Morristown 
will provide light refreshments.  

If you are a practiced vegetable grower, this is your 
fi eld day for getting out and seeing what your com-
rades have achieved.  If you are a beginner, come 
and learn from real gardeners.  And, if you and your 
family are just beginning to think about growing 
your own food, Morris County Community Garden 
Open Gates Weekend is the perfect initiation into the 
rewarding world of vegetable gardening.  

summer 2016 The Friends of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum

Plan your trip to multiple gardens by using  our website. Check arboretumfriends.org for more 
detailed information, including maps and directions to the participating gardens. It’s FREE 
and no registration is required.

Dates: Saturday, July 30 from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm and Sunday, July 31 from 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Morris County is home to an astounding variety of 
Community Gardens. Their histories, planting paradigms, vegetables 

and gardeners create a green tapestry across our map. 



notes from the board
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On April 11, the Friends were pleased to add two new trees to 
the Frelinghuysen Mansion Lawn in honor of this year’s Arbor Day 
Award winners. Kay Deodene has been caretaker of the Friends’ lend-
ing library for more than a decade, overseeing the cataloging and 
maintenance of the books. Kay also fi nds time to help out at many 
other Friends events.  Karen Muccillo has provided a friendly face and 
endless information to visitors from her reception desk at the Haggerty. 
In addition, most of the notices, handouts and posters that are sent 
out to members are the result of Karen’s prodigious talent in graphic 
design. Thank you and congratulations to both ladies!

By the time you receive this newsletter, my term of offi ce as President 
will be ending.  I would like to extend my deepest thanks to all those 
who gave me endless support in my efforts to guide this organization
over the last three years. The wonderful staff of the Horticultural 
Education Department, the loyal employees of the Friends, and the 
members of the Executive Board all worked long and hard and 
helped make this job easier. Welcome to new offi cers Pam Venanzi 
as Secretary, Betsy Martone as Vice-President, and Judy Snow as 
President. I leave you all in the very best of hands.

Sally Hemsen
Past President

Greetings to all, and heartfelt thanks to Sally for her 
hard work and dedication throughout her extended term 
as President.  Fortunately she will remain on the Board 
and continue to support the Friends with her expertise. 
I’ve been a member of the Friends for almost 20 years, 
joining the Board in 2014 after retiring from Rutgers 
University. I have degrees in Botany and Horticulture, 
as well as experience in research administration to 
complement the skills of our talented board members 
and dedicated staff. Most of all, I’m crazy about plants 
and gardening. If I had a bumper sticker on my car, it 
would read “I’d rather be gardening!” I look forward to 
working with all of you who help make the Arboretum 
the outstanding horticultural gem that it is.

Judy Snow
President

Assistant Superintendent of Horticulture, Anthony Lipovsky assists Arbor 
Day Award winners, Kay Deodene (above) and Karen Mucillo (at right) 
planting their trees on the Frelinghuysen Mansion lawn.

Would you like to receive a paperless version 
of Arboretum Leaves & the Annual Report?

Help us go green, and get your
Arboretum Leaves sooner!

If you would like to receive Arboretum Leaves via email, please contact 
Cynthia Triolo at ctriolo@morrisparks.net with your preferred email address. 
You will receive the next issue of Arboretum Leaves as a PDF instead of 
receiving a paper copy in the mail. PDFs will be emailed on the same day 
that the paper copies are mailed, so you will get Arboretum Leaves fi rst!
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Bead Weaving Workshop: 
Chevron Poppy Bracelet                                  
Janet Palumbo and Reem Iversen have been teaching 
bead weaving for many years with a devoted following 
and rave reviews. They also teach workshops at Bead 
Fest Philadelphia, the biggest bead event on the east 
coast. Their original designs have been published in 
various beadwork magazines here in the U.S. as well 
as internationally.

Using the tools and materials provided, workshop 
participants will complete this dainty bracelet, while 
learning the basics of bead weaving. A fl ower button 
clasp, with a Swarovski crystal center, adds the fi nishing 
touch to this garden trellis for your wrist. Learn both fl at 
and circular chevron stitch. Topics will include: tools, 
materials, and resources; bead colors and fi nishes; 
understanding beading patterns and terminology; and 
making creative decisions. Class is suitable for beginner 
and intermediate beaders.

Date: Saturday, August 13 –   
Register by August 6  

Time: 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Cost: $55 members / 
 $60 non-members

Summer Botanicals 
Photography Workshop
The Summer Botanicals Photography Workshop, led 
by professional nature photographer and Navy Veteran 
Richard Sherman, (www.richardshermanphotography.com)
starts in the classroom. Here you will learn the keys to 
improving your fl oral and nature images. Richard covers
color, balance, light/shadow, and macro photography.
Then, put what you have learned into practice while 
shooting the Arboretum’s grounds and gorgeous 
summer fl owers. The workshop will wrap up back 
in the classroom with a review of some of the images 
you have taken.  

Date: Saturday, July 9 – 
Register by July 1  

Time: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Cost: $95 members / 
 $100 non-members
 Veterans of the Armed 
 Forces receive a 
 5% discount.

Richard Sherman

Evening is a lovely time in the Cottage Garden. Its 
bright colors and many textures take on a special 
glow as the sun fades. Enjoy this intimate garden, 
a concert of live music and complementary refresh-
ments from Matilda’s Café. For information about 
the musicians and to register for each concert, visit 
arboretumfriends.org. Seating for this very special 
evening event is limited. This program is presented 
with the generous support of The Friends of The 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum. 

Dates: Friday, July 15, July 22 and July 29

Time: 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Cost: $15

Friday, July 15 
features coffee house 
style music by 
Cherry Lane 
(facebook.com/
CherryLaneAcoustic)

Friday, July 22 
features the talented 
singer-songwriter 
Dani Zanoni 
(facebook.com/
DaniZanoniMusic)

Friday, July 29 
features live music by 
Brazilian Jazz artists, 
Aubrey Anne Trio 
(facebook.com/
aubreyanneduo)

Cherry Lane

Dani Zanoni

Aubrey Anne Trio
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Flowers Galore
Tour and Tea

What could be more pleasant than a leisurely stroll 
amidst the fl owers of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum? 
This tour, followed by a delicious tea prepared by 
classically trained German baker Christina Renfer! In 
the cool of the morning, take a tour of our grounds 
under the expert tutelage of horticulture staff . Then, on 
to the charming Matilda’s Café located adjacent to the 
Haggerty Education Center, for a sumptuous selection of 
scones, traditional tea sandwiches, baked from scratch 
pastries and teas from around the world and from our 
own herb garden. Children, ages 13+ and gentlemen 
are most welcome!  

Tour, tea, gratuities and tax are included. Tours start 
promptly at 11:00 am and meet in the lobby of the 
Haggerty Education Center. Please wear comfortable 
walking shoes as we will be exploring the grounds. Tea 
will follow the tour at approximately 12 noon.

Dates: Wednesday(s), July 13 and September 14

Time: 11:00 am 

Cost: $35 members / $40 non-members

Garden Tours at 
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
On the fi rst Sunday of the month, from April through 
October, meet us in the lobby of the Haggerty Education 
Center for a tour of the grounds of The Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum. Learn some of the history and enjoy the beauty 
of this exceptional horticultural site with a knowledgeable 
tour guide.  

Dates: Sunday(s), July 3, August 7, September 4 
 and October 2

Time: 2:00 pm 

Cost: $3 (exact change please)

Cooking Demonstration: Crudo
Crudo means “raw” in Italian, and in this cooking demon-
stration, you’ll learn to make four raw or uncooked pasta 
sauces, including Sicilian carrettiera, arugula pesto and 
more. When it’s too hot to cook, these recipes will be 
your salvation. Deliziosa!

Date: Sunday, July 10 – Register by July 3

Time: 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Cost: $20 members / $25 non-members

Cooking the Books: 
Summer Fruits
Drams, gills, pecks – measurements are not the only 
things that have changed in the kitchen over the past 
300 years! Explore recipes of the past from the Elizabeth 
Donnell Kay Rare Book Collection. Begin with a talk by 
Lesley Parness, Superintendent of Horticultural Education,
about the burgeoning culture of fruit breeding in the 
1700’s and enjoy the selected botanical art. Then, 
Chef Cynthia Triolo, Horticultural Program Specialist, 
demonstrates preparation of some summer fruit recipes, 
explaining the unusual ingredients and cooking 
techniques updated for modern-day cooks. Finally, 
we’ll all enjoy sampling a variety of dishes. 

Date: Sunday, August 14 – Register by August 7

Time: 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Cost: $20 members / $25 non-members

Presherbvation!
After months of absorbing sun and heat, our 
herbs are bursting with fl avor. Now is the time 
to preserve them! Learn how to capture their 
rich tastes in vinegar, honey, sugar and salt. 
You’ll take home bottles and jars fi lled with 
herbal goodness to use all winter long and, 
you’ll absorb all the knowledge you need 
to create these cooking staples from your 
own herb garden. Everyone makes 1 of 
each: herbal vinegar, infused honey, 
herbal salt and scented sugar!

Date: Sunday, September 11 – 
 Register by September 1

Time: 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Cost: $25 members / $35 non-members
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Summertime
Family Photo Scavenger Hunt
Grab a camera or phone and stop by the Haggerty 
Education Center for a nature photo scavenger hunt. 
Visitors can pick up the list, head outside and shoot 
away. Take a picture of every item, return to the 
Education Center and pick up your prize.  Scavenger 
lists will change every month. The theme for July is 
“America, the Beautiful”, August’s is “90 Degrees”. 
What a great way to explore the arboretum and to 
get the family outside in the fresh air.  

Dates: Every day in July and August 

Time: Families welcome to participate any time 
 between 9 am and 3:30 pm

Cost: $10 per family

The Frelinghuysen Arboretum, once the home of 
Matilda Frelinghuysen, graced with its magnifi cent 
Colonial Revival mansion and scenic gardens, is 
the setting for Matilda’s Ice Cream Social. Celebrate 
the life and times of Matilda Frelinghuysen, 
and explore the customs and traditions of her 
childhood.

On the Mansion’s Great Lawn, join us for the turn 
of the century games and crafts that Matilda would 
have enjoyed. Cool down with an ice cream 
sundae or cone from Cliff’s Homemade Ice Cream 
of Ledgewood while you listen to a period-perfect 
performance by barbershop quartet, Gimme Four. 
Reservations are required for this special event.

Date: Sunday, July 17 – Register by July 10

Time: 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Cost: $20 per person and children under 
 2 years of age are FREE.

September
Weekend Photo Scavenger Hunt
Grab a camera or phone and stop by the Haggerty 
Education Center for a nature photo scavenger hunt. 
Visitors can pick up the list, head outside and shoot 
away. Take a picture of every item, return to the 
Education Center and pick up your prize.  Scavenger 
lists will change every month. The theme for September 
is “Back to School”. What a great way to explore the 
arboretum and to get the family outside in the fresh air.  

Dates: Saturdays and Sundays in September

Time: Families welcome to participate any time 
 between 9 am and 3:30 pm

Cost: $10 per family

You’ll be entertained by the musical stylings of “Gimme Four” 
(top) at Matilda’s Ice Cream Social, while enjoying a cool treat 
from Cliff’s Homemade Ice Cream of Ledgewood (bottom).



Ferns and Their 
Shady Friends
Marc Zukovich presents this 
talk which will focus on 
ferns and their place in your 
garden. Both common and 
uncommon types will be 
discussed and shown in a 
slide presentation. Fern life 
cycles, propagation and 
companion plants will be 
covered as well. A tour of the 
Eger Fern Garden on site will follow the lecture. 
Marc is a frequent and well known lecturer here at 
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum. He is the President of 
Sterling Horticultural Services and an Adjunct Professor 
at County College of Morris. 

This program is eligible for 
2.0 Rutgers Master Gardener CEU’s.

Date: Saturday, October 1 – Register by September 23

Time: 10:00 am – Noon 

Cost: $15 members / $20 non-members
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The Potting Shed 
Join Horticultural Education Assistant Lily Mehl as she 
demonstrates the art of Kokedama. By wrapping a plant 
in a layer of bonsai materials and moss and tying it up 
with various strings, an artistic whole is formed that is a 
lot more than the sum of its parts! Get busy with all your 
little plantlings and make some Kokedama! 

Date: Sunday, August 7 – No reservations are required. 
 Rain cancels the program.

Time: Noon – 1:00 pm

Cost: $5 to make one, free to watch 
 (exact change please)

Lifting and Dividing Perennials 
at Bamboo Brook
When dividing perennials, timing and technique are 
important. Learn how to rejuvenate even the oldest 
residents of a garden by occasionally dividing them. The 
Gardeners at Bamboo Brook will show you how at this 
hands-on workshop on lifting and dividing perennials. 

This program is eligible for 
2.0 Rutgers Master Gardener CEU’s.

Date: Saturday, September 10 – Register by September 3

Time: 10:00 am – Noon 

Cost: $10 members / $15 non-members

Marc Zukovich

New and Exciting Trees and Shrubs 
for the Forward Thinking Gardener 
Each year hundreds of new species, varieties and 
cultivars of plants are introduced into commerce. These 
choice plants offer superior fl owers, foliage, fruit, superior 
vigor and cultural adaptability. Vincent Simeone, Director 
of Planting Fields State Historic Park, will focus on the 
newest and most promising selections of trees and shrubs 
for gardeners with a true appreciation for the best and 
brightest plants available. 

This program is eligible for 
2.0 Rutgers Master Gardener CEU’s. 

Date: Saturday, July 23 – Register by July 6

Time: 10:00 am – Noon 

Cost: $15 members / $18 non-members

Vincent Simeone

Archetypes of Botanic Literature
Prepare to be astonished as you explore the Elizabeth 
Donnell Kay Rare Book Collection with Superintendent 
of Horticultural Education, Lesley Parness. Drawing on 
books dating from the 16th century, you will see examples 
of various types of botanic literature, including herbals, 
sylvas, monographs and diaries. Gain an understanding of 
the role of botanic literature in the advancement of science 
and trade and also what your membership dollars help to 
support and conserve. Ours is a world-class collection and 
this program will not disappoint the historian, book lover, 
or artist. This class is required prior to attending other 
programs about the Rare Book Collection, including the 
upcoming “Native Sons and Daughters: American Authors 
in the Rare Book Collection”.

Date: Thursday, September 15 – Register by September 8

Time: 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Cost: $15 Members Only (all proceeds benefi t the 
 conservation of the Rare Book Collection)

From “The Compleat Gardener” by Jean Baptiste de la Quintinye



In Our Gallery
July – See It: Don’t Just Look At It

Photographer Kam Ko believes that every picture should 
tell a story. His use of macro photography makes his 
botanical photos come alive. A chemist by profession, Mr. 
Ko has been photographing for over 35 years.

August – Millburn-Short Hills 
Art Center Member Show

The talented members of the Millburn-Short Hills Art 
Center are both professional and amateur artists working 
in a variety of media. Formed in 1940 this is the oldest art 
association in northern and central New Jersey. Its purpose 
is to encourage art education and appreciation. 

September – Watercolors by the 
Musconetcong Watercolor Group

The spectacular watercolors by the Musconetcong 
Watercolor Group are on display this month. The 21 
members of the group, under the direction of artist Doris 
Ettlinger, meet in a 19th century gristmill overlooking 
the Musconetcong River, from which they draw much 
inspiration. 
Time: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Location: Frelinghuysen Arboretum.
Cost: FREE
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affi liate member programs

All are free and open to the public

African Violet Club of Morris County 
General Meeting  
Wednesday, September 14 7:30 pm

Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society 
Nematanthus – the wide variety of species and hybrids 
will be shown in this slide program given by Mauro 
Peixoto at the 2006 Gesneriad Society Convention

Thursday, September 1 8:00 pm

Annual show and plant sale
Sunday, October 2 11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Great Swamp Bonsai Society
Bonsai educational meetings – Beginners welcome, bring 
a tree, bring a friend! 

Tuesday, July 12 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Tuesday, August 9 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm

New Jersey State Chrysanthemum Society
Program: Flower Arrangement by Doris Zurcher
Mum Topic: How, What and When to Debranch and Disbud 
Chrysanthemums. How and when to shade your mums.

Friday, July 1 7:30 pm 

Program: Having Blooms All Season Long (These are a 
few of my favorite things) by Carole Bivens
Mum Topic: How to Apply B9, Pesticides and Fungicides; 
What insects to expect and how to control them.  

Friday, August 5 7:30 pm

Program: This Old Yard – from Neglected to Beautiful by 
Master Gardener Veronica Dengler    
Mum Topic: Grooming blooms, sprays and garden 
varieties for the show 

Friday, September 2 7:30 pm

North American Butterfl y Association
General Meeting 
Tuesday, September 6 7:00 pm

North American Rock Garden Society – 
Watnong Chapter
Speaker Hilary Clayton presents a review and photos 
from the Annual Meeting in Colorado of North American 
Rock Garden Society.

Saturday, September 10 10:00 am

The Tristate African Violet Council
Joint meeting of the Tristate African Violet Council and 
the New Jersey Council of African Violet Judges followed 
by a program at 11:00 am (program to be determined), 
then a brown bag lunch and a business meeting at which 
plans for the annual November show will be made.

Saturday, September 17 10:00 am

Morning Meadow Walk at the 
Elizabeth D. Kay Environmental Center 
The Kay Center’s 
meadows are beautiful 
at this time of year and 
no one knows them 
better than Gardener 
Ryan Moore. Join us 
for a walk and discover 
the awesome variety of 
plants that grow there, 
the conditions they 
require and how to 
collect their seeds. 

The Elizabeth D. Kay Environmental Center is located at 
200 Pottersville Road, Chester, NJ 07930.

This program is eligible for 
1.5 Rutgers Master Gardener CEU’s.

Date: Saturday, July 17 – Register by July 10

Time: 9:00 am – 10:30 am 

Cost: $10 members / $12 non-members



 The Friends 
 of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum
 353 East Hanover Avenue, P.O. Box 1295
Morristown, NJ 07962-1295

 Arboretum Leaves is published quarterly by
The Friends of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum.
973-326-7603       www.arboretumfriends.org

Judy Snow
President

Pam Venanzi 
Secretary

Kathy Kane
Treasurer

 The Morris County Park Commission and The 
Friends of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum invite
everyone to participate in their programs. 
If you require an interpreter for the deaf or 
other accommodations, please contact us at 
973-326-7603 or TDD 1-800-852-7899. Please 
provide two weeks notice.

calendar of events

 See page 7 for a complete listing of affi liate member meetings and events.

July
Ongoing Family Photo Scavenger Hunt – 
 America the Beautiful ........................................... 5

Ongoing Gallery Exhibit:  
 See It: Don’t Just Look At It ................................. 7

3 Tour of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum ............... 4

9 Summer Botanicals 
 Photography Workshop ....................................... 3

10 Cooking Demonstration: Crudo .......................... 4

13 Flowers Galore Tour and Tea .............................. 4

15 Cottage Garden Concert 
 featuring Cherry Lane ........................................... 3

17 Ice Cream Social ................................................... 5

17 Morning Meadow Walk 
 at the Kay Center .................................................. 7

22 Cottage Garden Concert 
 featuring Dani Zanoni .......................................... 3

23 New and Exciting Trees and Shrubs 
 for the Forward Thinking Gardener .................... 6

29  Cottage Garden Concert 
 featuring the Aubrey Ann Trio ............................. 3

30 & 31 Morris County Community Garden 
 Open Gates Weekend .......................................... 1

August 
Ongoing Family Photo Scavenger Hunt – 
 90 Degrees ............................................................ 5
Ongoing Gallery Exhibit: Millburn Short Hills 
 Art Center Member Show .................................... 7
7 The Potting Shed: Kokedama .............................. 6
7 Tour of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum ............... 4
13 Bead Weaving Workshop ..................................... 3
14 Cooking the Books: Summer Fruits .................... 4

September
Weekends Family Photo Scavenger Hunt – 
 Cool Off! ............................................................... 5
Ongoing Gallery Exhibit: Watercolors by the 
 Musconetcong Watercolor Group ........................ 7                       
4 Tour of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum ............... 4
10 Lifting and Dividing Perennials 
 at Bamboo Brook ................................................. 6
11 Presherbvation ...................................................... 4
14 Flowers Galore Tour and Tea .............................. 4
15 Archetypes of Botanic Literature ......................... 6

October
1 Ferns and Their Shady Friends ............................ 6

Betsy Martone
Vice President
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membership form
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must be 18+ and provide appropriate ID
Make checks payable to “Friends” and mail with  

membership form to: Friends, PO Box 1295,  

Morristown, NJ 07962-1295

Please write a separate check for membership, and 

do not combine with program registration fees.

For more information about membership call  

973-326-7603, or visit www.arboretumfriends.org




